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Built to Thrive: Celebrating Black Business Month

lack businesses have long been an
B important part of our communities, creating
opportunities, building connections,
and transforming ideas into impact. From
neighborhood storefronts and family-owned
businesses to growing brands and global
companies, Black entrepreneurs continue to
innovate and build businesses that reflect the
needs and experiences of their communities.
According to the Entrepreneurship in the
Population (EPOP) Survey Project, Black-owned
businesses contribute more than $207 billion
to the national economy. This economic
impact highlights the strength and CM‘
influence of Black entrepreneurship. Read wore

Advancing Maternal Health During Black Breastfeeding Week

s we recognize Black Breastfeeding Week, Aug. 25-31, we celebrate the
Astrength and resilience of Black mothers and highlight the importance

of advancing maternal health equity. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), breastfeeding provides important
health benefits for both infants and mothers, yet disparities in breastfeeding
rates persist among Black families. Expanding access to culturally responsive
lactation support, respectful maternity care, and family-friendly workplace
policies can help address barriers and improve health outcomes, the CDC
notes. By working together, we can help ensure that every mother has
the resources to meet her breastfeeding goals and every family has the m‘
opportunity to thrive. REAbivore

Building Healthy Habits for the School Year Ahead

ack-to-school season is around the corner. From shopping for school supplies

and organizing schedules to preparing for early mornings and busy days, the

weeks leading up to a new academic year are about more than checking items
off a list.

For parents, preparation may mean helping children return to consistent sleep
schedules and morning routines. For college students, that preparation may look a
little different. Across all age groups, planning balanced meals, getting enough
sleep, staying active and organizing academic responsibilities can help students =‘
maintain balance as coursework and extracurricular activities pick up.
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P rOfi I e r: Co-founder, SoLo Funds

odney Williams is the Co-founder of L

SoLo Funds, the largest community :

finance platform in the U.S. Since
2018, SolLo has surpassed 1M loans funded
and redefined access to capital and returns
for 1.5 million users. As the U.S.’s only
Black-led Certified B Corp fintech, SoLo
continues its leadership (4x growth 22’ vs
21’) but grounded in the same hope and .
mission: to build a community that enables
financial autonomy for all.

Power Rodne Williams

the company’s Chairman. LISNR is an
ultrasonic data platform that enables
secure wireless device-to-device
communication for payments, mobility,
and connected devices. Some of
LISNR’s customers include Lenovo,
Jaguar/Land Rover, Ticketmaster,
Shawn “Jay-Z” Carter’s company
RocNation, and Media Saturn,
Amdocs, and the company has
commercial partnerships with Visa,

Synchrony Financial, DSP Group,

and Intel. Prior to founding LISNR,
Rodney served multiple brand

roles at Proctor and Gamble,

most recently as Brand
Management - 5
Pampers NA. %4250‘

READ MORE

Prior to founding SoLo, Rodney founded
LISNR (Visa-Backed Fintech) and led
the company to numerous awards

and partnerships across retail s
and financial services. He
currently serves as 4
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