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Beyond the Ribbon: The Importance

of Breast Cancer Awareness

ctober marks Breast Cancer Awareness Month, a time to
remind us about the importance of breast health and early
detection.

According to the American Cancer Society, White women are slightly
more likely to develop breast cancer, but Black women have the
highest breast cancer death rate.

Knowing your body and recognizing changes is an important place
to start. Warning signs may include a new lump, swelling, changes
in the skin or nipple, unusual discharge, or breast or nipple pain. If
something doesn’t feel or look normal....
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Welcome to the Yard:
Celebrating HBCU Homecoming Culture

From the first beat of the drumline to the last song at the tailgate,

HBCU homecoming is an experience you do not want to miss. Football
may anchor the weekend, but homecoming culture lives everywhere.

It’s in marching bands filling stadiums with sound. It is in Divine Nine
organizations stepping and strolling through the yard. It’s in alumni
returning to the same campus where they built lifelong friendships

and students experiencing traditions that existed long before they
arrived. What makes the tradition so special is the connection between
generations. Current students celebrate alongside alumni who graduated
five, 20 or even 50 years ago. Different generations may have different
memories of the yard, but homecoming gives them a place to create new
ones together. The 2026 homecoming season stretches from September
into November, with October serving as the heartbeat... .-
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Honoring the Sound, Culture and
History of Country Music

Country music has a history that goes deeper than many people realize,
with Black musicians and musical traditions playing an important role
in shaping the genre. From the influence of blues, gospel, banjo and
fiddle music to artists like DeFord Bailey and Charley Pride, Black voices
have been part of country music for generations. Today, that influence
continues through artists like Mickey Guyton, Shaboozey, Brittney
Spencer, BRELAND, Tanner Adell and Reyna Roberts, who are brlngmg
their own sounds, stories and experiences to country music..

Click ‘

here to
read more
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Power Profiler:

Lonnie G. Bunch llI

Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution

A0

Lonnie G. Bunch lll is the 14th Secretary of the Smithsonian. He assumed
his position June 16, 2019. As Secretary, he oversees 19 museums, the
National Zoo, numerous libraries and research centers, and several
education units and centers. Two new museums —the National Museum
of the American Latino and the Smithsonian American Women'’s History
Museum—are in development.

Since 2024, Bunch has been Honorary Professor of Practice at
Queen’s University Belfast. Previously, Bunch was the director
of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American
History and Culture. When he started as director in July
2005, he had one staff member, no collections, no
funding and no site for a museum. Driven by optimism,
determination and a commitment to build “a place that
would make America better,” Bunch transformed a
vision into a bold reality... -«
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This section is designed to keep you in the know and on the go. Check out some
of the latest happenings in Black communities throughout the country this month.
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Thrive 2026 Black Travel Taste of Soul XCEL 10 Summit of Negro Women Lauren Fong-Tom
Summit Festival for Men 62nd National Account Coordinator
Convention & Gala Ifong-tom@blackprwire.com

Camille S. Daly
Multimedia Designer
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XCEL SUMMIT FOR MEN
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